KEY TO POLAND IN PRUSSIAN HANDS

of view the possession of Danzig was only of
importance in the negative sense, to bar Poland's
access to the sea and to prevent a Polish Danzig
from competing with the Prussian ports of Konigs-
berg and Stettin, and later also Kiel and Hamburg.
This was manifested quite clearly during the
construction of the Berlin-Konigsberg railway line
in 1853, when Danzig was deliberately by-passed.
Naturally, in the Prussianized Danzig Polish trade
went into a steady decline.

Great Britain's trade interest in Danzig were
also seriously affected. The British Consul, Sir
William White (1865-1875) repeatedly called the
attention of the Government to this fact. Sir
William, grandson of Sir W. Neville Gardiner,
last British envoy to the Polish Republic, had been
Consul General in Warsaw at the time of the
January rising in 1863, had been recalled at the
request of the Russian Government, and had
subsequently attracted praise by his work as
ambassador in Constantinople, He was linked
with Poland by family ties and remained a friend
of the Poles to the day of his death. He realized the
economic importance of Danzig not only for Poland,
but also for Europe. Sir William was present
when, at the beginning of the Franco-Prussian
War, Danzig saw the French banner once more.

Thus Danzig suffered badly through its incor-
poration with Prussia. But the heaviest blow came
when, with the formation of the Reich, a funda-
mental change in German trade policy in a pro-
tectionist direction was introduced, with special